
Talking about Gloria • • •
"Ms. Lenhoff added a warmth of spirit and lyrical
beauty to our prayers that was truly out of the
ordinary. Outside of her uncanny mental inventory
of songs, and her tone-perfect singing, she has a spirit
that is infectious. We all found ourselves chanting
with more fervor and enthusiasm.

Rabbi Hal Greenwald
Congregation B'Nai Israel, Tustin, CA

"If you have the ability to provide her performance
for your students, Ihighly recommend Gloria
Lenhoff. . . She is a true professional."

Sherry J. Smith, Director, Educational Services
Del Norte County Unified School District, CA

Commenting on Gloria singing both parts of the duet by
Purcell, "Sound the Trumpet," one part played from her
previously raped recording:

"This is a difficult song to sing, something one might hear
at Carnegie Hall. Her live performance of the second line
was nothing short of stunning, given the tricky rhythm and
entrances that had to be exact. That Gloria can sing either
voice equally well is a tribute to her musical genius. With
her lovely soprano voice, Gloria has matured and
developed into a concert artist."

From Sharps and Flats, Vol. 2, page 1,
May, 1977, Los Angeles, CA

"What a treat! The performance by Gloria and her
accompanist was just outstanding."

Eunice Kennedy Shriver
Waltham, MA

Dear Gloria,
"I really like you because you taught me that being
different does not matter and that you should be
proud of who you are. "

Melissa
(age 9)

Printing courtesy of California Lithograph Corp.

Williams Syndrome Foundation
The Williams Syndrome Foundation is working to establish a
residential music academy in Lenox, MA for children and
adults with Williams syndrome. The eventual goal is a
number of university-based, year-round residential academies
of arts for cognitively impaired individuals who show
heightened musicality. At the academies they will learn to
teach, perform and serve society as entertainers, often in the
health-care system.

For more information, visit the Williams Syndrome

Foundation website at www.wsf.org

Honorary Board
Arlene AIda, author, photographer
Paul Boyer, Ph.D., Nobel Laureate
President George Bush
Michael E. DeBakey, M.D., heart surgeon
Placido Domingo, tenor
Myron Floren, accordionist
Bruce Jenner, Olympic decathlon medalist
Everett Koop, M.D., former surgeon general
Marv Levy, Buffalo Bills coach
Joseph Orsulak, baseball player, Williams father
Thomas Quasthoff, baritone
Itzhak & Toby Perlman, violinist
Margot B. Perot, Dallas, TX
General Colin L. Powell
Mary Roosevelt, university educator
Oliver Sacks, M.D., author, neurologist
Eunice Kennedy Shriver
James D.Watson, Ph.D., Nobel Laureate
Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize 1986
Glenn Yarbrough, balladeer

CONTACT
Gloria Lenhoff is represented by

Damon Brooks Associates of Hollywood, CA.

For information or bookings, contact Dr. Howard Lenhoff at:
Williams Syndrome Foundation, University of California

Irvine, CA 92697-2310
(949) 824-7259 or hmlenhof@uci.edu

or
304 Robin Hood Lane, Costa Mesa, CA 92627

(949) 642- 7215 or FAX (949) 642-7644

Gloria's fees, in part, are contributions to the
Williams Syndrome Foundation.

GLORIA LENHOFF
Accordionist/Songstress

Music from the Heart
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• Gloria Lenhoff
Gloria Lenhoff is what the world calls "mildly

retarded." She can't read a musical note, make change
from a dollar or live on her own. But put a microphone
in front of her and she's a consummate professional.
Any hint of a handicap vanishes when she opens her
mouth to sing or fingers the keys of her prized accordion.
A poised and accomplished performer, she also displays the
charm and social graces of an accomplished diplomat -
in a variety of languages.

Gloria only needs to hear a piece of music a few
times to know it - and never forget it. She has absolute
pitch, an infallible sense of rhythm, and a love of music
that knows no bounds. Her audiences never fail to walk
away moved, thrilled and inspired.

Gloria shares these characteristics with other
Williams syndrome individuals - these one in 20,000
born with this chromosomal defect. "They are different,
really, not disabled," says Howard Lenhoff of Gloria and
her peers. "I like to call them mentally asymmetric."

• Williams Syndrome
Williams syndrome was identified in 1961 by

cardiologist J. c. P. Williams. Those with the syndrome
share a remarkable number of traits in common,
including pixie-like facial features, difficulty with spatial
tasks such as drawing and hypersensitivity to sound.
The average IQ is about 58. Williams individuals also
exhibit special strengths. They have an amazing facility
with language and for recognizing faces. Many have
absolute pitch and perfect rhythm. They also have a
remarkable capacity for learning, retaining and some
even for composing music.

The Lenhoffs didn't know about Williams syndrome
until 10 years ago. But by the time Gloria was 11, her
musical abilities were unmistakable. "Her attention
span for most things was very short, but for music it was
long," says her mother, Sylvia Lenhoff. When she was
12, her parents gave her an accordion. "She picked it
up and played it," her mother remembers. "Not with
finesse, but she knew what she was doing." She hasn't
stopped playing or singing since.

Bookings
Gloria is equally comfortable performing with

Hollywood celebrities, in a health-care setting or
for people with mental or physical disabilities. And
audiences of all kinds respond equally well to Gloria's
magic.

Gloria will tailor her performance to your particular
needs. She can provide a "sampler-style" performance
or focus on just pop music, only religious songs or
maybe just classical and opera selections. Weddings, bar
mitzvahs, conferences, regular meetings of organizations,
school or hospital programs, or any special event is an
opportunity to be inspired by Gloria.

Gloria is proving to an often-disbelieving world
that individuals with disabilities can contribute to
society in a meaningful way, and eventually, perhaps
support themselves through their special talents with-
out relying on governmental assistance.

AUDIO CASSETTES
A Gloria Sampler: songs and accordion music.
Gloria Goes GlobaL: songs and operatic pieces,
sung in 22 languages.

For copies, send $12 per cassette to:
Williams Syndrome Foundation

University of California, Irvine, CA 92697 -2310

EXEMPT FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAXES UNDER
SECTION 501(C)(3); LD. NO. 76-0274825.
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

• Past Performances
Gloria has performed at convalescent homes and hospitals
as well as concert halls coast to coast. Some examples:

• For the Shriver family charities in Waltham, MA,
and Hollywood and Newport Beach, CA. She has sung
for Senator "Ted" Kennedy and at the Washington, DC
premiere of "Terminator 2" starring Arnold Schwartzenegger.

• Victor Herbert's "Art is calling for me", Bardavon
Opera House in Poughkeepsie, NY, April, 1997.

• Soloist, International Congress of Music and Medicine,
University of Texas, San Antonio, TX, October, 1996.

• 13 performances in 5 days in Israel, December, 1992.

• Nixon Library, April, 1993 for the National
Association of Pediatric Nurses.

• Franz Schubert's mini-cantata "Shepherd on the
Rock" at Lenox, MA, August, 1995, Orange County, CA,
March, 1996, San Antonio, TX, October 1996 .

• Salk Institute, December 1993.

• Premiered with Williams 5 at Bahia Hotel,
San Diego, July, 1994.

• Treasure Island Hotel, Grand Ballroom,
Las Vegas, 1994 for the American Heart Association.

Some TV and Radio Appearances

• "60 Minutes", TV performance & interview,
October, 1997 and July, 1998.

• National Public Radio, interview and performance
for 1998 special on "Music and the Brain."

• Star of the award-winning 1988 documentary
"Bravo Gloria," directed by Arlene Aida and funded by
the MacArthur Foundation.

• Featured in "Williams Syndrome: A Highly Musical
Species" documentary, recipient of seven national film
festival awards.


